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Dear Friends of Mercy,

On behalf of Mercy Hospital Aurora, Mercy Hospital Cassville, and physicians 
and staff, I sincerely thank you for helping us stay at the forefront of medical 
technology and care. Through your generosity, you help us deliver Mercy’s 
unique brand of compassionate care and exceptional service to all our patients 
in the region and beyond. 

Our communities continue to show their support, and we are especially grateful 
in 2016 to the Mercy Auxiliary - Aurora, who donated over $26,000 to enhance 
virtual care, surgery and obstetrics. Our co-workers support the mission as 
well, raising $16,000 in contributions via the Mercy Way program. Aurora and 
Cassville teams competed to donate the most food in our annual Summer Food 
Drive, raising nearly 3,000 pounds of donated food for hungry children in our 
communities and providing free meals through the Come & Dine Program. 

The kindness and generosity of our co-workers, volunteers and residents of 
our local communities is inspiring. The future is bright at our Mercy Hospitals, 
thanks to you. We are grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

People throughout the Aurora and Cassville areas rely on 
Mercy for exceptional health care in a faith-based environment. 
Mercy is dedicated to providing the most advanced medical 
technologies and health care services available. That 
dedication and our commitment to provide care to all who 
need it, regardless of their ability to pay, means Mercy Health 
Foundation must rally community support to keep your trusted 
hospital strong. The community’s health depends on it.

Mercy Health Foundation is a non-profit, 501(c)3 organization 
and is dependent on the gifts and support of generous 
individuals, caring corporations and foundations. Your gifts  
help meet the health care needs of local residents –  
and all money raised stays in our community. 
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$25,000 – $49,000
Mercy Auxiliary - Aurora 

$1,000 – $9,999
Associated Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Mrs. Elizabeth Brown
Mr. Benjamin Kaal
Mr. Ben and Mrs. Kristine Stringer

$500 – $999
Freedom Bank of Southern Missouri
Dr. Joe Himes
Mercy Health Foundation Aurora and Cassville
Mrs. Jane Morgan
Dr. Kenton and Mrs. Suzanne Stringer
Mrs. Barbara Thompson

$250 – $499
Ms. Maria Antonuk
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Sara Brown
Ms. Karen Caldwell
Mr. Paul Clupper
Mr. Jack Denton
Mr. Jason Dickinson

A Special Thanks to Our Donors

Mercy Health Foundation Aurora/Cassville 
is grateful for the support of the following 
individuals, organizations and corporations 
for their generous gifts of $100 or more 
received July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016.

Mercy’s Mission  
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life the healing ministry of 
Jesus through our compassionate care and exceptional service. 

 
Philanthropy’s Commitment  
Mercy Health Foundation generates support to extend the Mercy mission 
deeper into the communities we serve. 

Emily Jackson 
Administrative Assistant 
emily.jackson@mercy.net

Justin Kralemann 
Foundation Grant Manager 
justin.kralemann@mercy.net



Jaundice Meter

A new jaundice meter, purchased for 
$5,000, will ensure babies born at 
Mercy Hospital Aurora are healthier, 
through a painless testing technique. 
The new device is also expected to 
save the baby’s parents time and 
money.

Mercy Hospital Aurora/Cassville

Organizations 56% $30,381

Individuals 44% $23,439

 100% $53,820

Area % Value

Area of Greatest Need 51% $27,449 

Capital 49%  $26,371

 100% $53,820

Area % Value

Source of Gifts Areas Your Gift Supported

$250 – $499 (continued)
Dr. William Finfrock
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Karen Gohr
Mr. Larry Gold, Jr.
Ms. Natalie Hill
Mrs. Tracy Layman
Mrs. Emily Marks
Ms. Wynema McCullah
Ms. Donna Medlin
Mr. Douglas and  

Mrs. Norma Stroemel
Mr. Tyler and Mrs. Lesley Sumners
Ms. Janice Van Camp
Mr. Alan and Mrs. Thelma Vincent
Mr. James and Mrs. Karen Wise

Mercy Auxiliary - Aurora donated $26,200 to 
improve patient care through virtual care at the 
sleep center, and state-of-the-art anesthesia and 
jaundice monitors

Tech Upgrades Benefit Patients

Patients of all ages are seeing the 
benefits of technology upgrades at 
Mercy Hospital Aurora, and it’s all 
thanks to volunteers. A donation of 
$26,200 by the Mercy Auxiliary – 
Aurora has boosted three key projects 
at the hospital.

“From our tiniest patients to those 
who are undergoing surgery, our 
auxilians have made a major impact 
yet again,” said Doug Stroemel, 
Mercy Hospital Aurora administrator. 
“They’ve worked yea- round to raise 
funds to help update our equipment, 
and we couldn’t be more grateful.”

Mercy Virtual

A majority of the funds were 
earmarked for Mercy Sleep Center –  
Aurora to enhance sleep lab patients’ 
experience – virtually. About 
$12,000 of the donation paid for 
a new Rubbermaid video cart that 
allows Mercy sleep technicians to 
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$100 – $249
Ann Rodgers Rentals LLC
Mrs. Sharon Blankenship
Ms. Patricia Burow
Ms. Stephanie Clymer
Mrs. Deborah Coffer
Mrs. Linda Cooper
Ms. Deanna Dickinson
Ms. Nikole Dooley
Ms. Elvia Eden
Mr. Michael Epley
First Independent Bank
Mr. Larry Flom
Mr. Edwin and Mrs. Roberta Gray
Ms. Lisa Hardwick
Mrs. Donna Hensley
Mr. Vernon and  

Mrs. Carolin Hopkins

Hospice Education Institute, Inc.
Jimmy Michel Motors, Inc.
Mrs. Kimberly Jirik
Mrs. Julie Keatts
Ms. Lisa Kerns
Mrs. Viola Kirk
Mrs. Dorothy Kirwan
Ms. Christine Lambeth
Mr. Jon and Mrs. Vera Lenderts
Les Jacobs Ford
Martin Byrley Shelter Insurance
Mr. Ed and Mrs. Kelley Martinez
Ms. Tanya Mayes
Mayse Automotive Group, Inc.
Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Carol O’Neal
Ms. Donna Overton
Mr. Bradley and Mrs. Susan Parker
Ms. Patricia Privett

“This is a huge enhancement of what 
we already offer,” said Curt Kester, 
manager of Mercy Sleep Center – 
Aurora, located at 500 Porter Avenue. 
“Time is valuable and it allows the 
patient to come in, connect with the 
doctor, have a visual teleconference 
for 15 minutes, and they are out the 
door getting on with their lives.”

The upgrade brings a clearer, one-on-
one video interaction with Dr. Brabson 
to discuss issues like sleep apnea 
and Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease (COPD). He’s able to see 
more patients in real time.

“Patients have really been impressed,” 
said sleep lab technician Christi 
Burchett. “They’re so happy they 
don’t have to travel several miles 
away to talk with a specialist. It’s 
a great service to Aurora and our 
surrounding communities.”

Mr. Hector and Mrs. Patty Ramirez
Randall Click Company, Inc.
Mr. Bradley and Mrs. Kimberly Reid
Ms. Ledecia Renfro
Mr. George and  

Mrs. Carolyn Roden
Ms. Pamela Rupp
Mr. Nathan and Mrs. Carol Smith
Ms. Georgina Snyder
Southside Baptist Church
Tim Viles Agency LLC
Unknown Donors -  

Aurora/Cassville
Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Jan Van Camp
Mrs. Kathleen Weston
Mr. Thomas Williams
Mrs. Karen Wilson
Ms. Martha Youngblood

Anesthesia Monitors

An additional $9,000 of the auxiliary 
donation was earmarked for two new 
BIS™ brain monitors. The equipment 
helps certified registered nurse 
anesthetists (CRNAs) determine and 
administer the precise amount of 
anesthesia a patient needs during a 
major surgery.

“These were much-needed 
upgrades,” said Ashley Wallace, 
surgery manager at Mercy Hospital 
Aurora. “We’re now providing the 
most current and up-to-date care 
for our patients – and that means 
surgeries are even safer.”

The monitors replace other 
equipment that was becoming 
outdated.

“They’re also wonderful tools to 
help CRNA students learn about the 
effects of the medications they’re 
giving patients and how it impacts 
sedation in the operating room,” 
Wallace said.

“Before, if we were testing a baby 
with jaundice, we’d have to stick 
him or her with a needle more than 
once,” said Natalie Hill, manager of 
obstetrics at Mercy Hospital Aurora. 
“Instead, this new device can prevent 
that. It’s placed on the baby’s skin 
and uses light to detect bilirubin (BR) 
levels.”

BR is a yellow substance that’s made 
when the body breaks down old 
red blood cells. A healthy baby will 
remove BR naturally, but a buildup 
in the liver will cause a baby to be 
discolored and indicate a more 
serious illness, requiring additional 
testing.

“We screen all newborns before they 
go home, to see if they might need 
further blood sampling,” said Dr. 
Bradford Garner. “This new jaundice 
meter is very accurate and helps us 
prevent some potentially serious 
complications early in life.”

If parents are asked to return to the 
hospital for regular BR level checks, 
“The device will also speed up their 
visits considerably,” Hill said. “It’s a 
win-win for babies and their parents.”

The new jaundice meter, purchased through  
a donation by the Mercy Auxiliary - Aurora, 
helps prevent potentially serious complications 
for newborns. 

sync patients with Dr. John Brabson, 
a board-certified sleep medicine 
specialist.

A Special Thanks to Our Donors


